
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish ~ A Roman Catholic Christian Community 

We come together at our Lord’s invitation to worship God,  
celebrate the sacraments, and deepen our faith.  

We strive to be thankful, generous and  welcoming,  and are sent forth  
to help advance God’s Kingdom on earth by proclaiming the Gospel and serving others. 

 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

Church Open/Office Hours 7:30 am to 7:30 pm 7 days a week 
Mass, Adoration & Reconciliation at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish 

 

Due to our current state of PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY in Alberta: 
• Capacity limited to 1/3 fire code occupancy 
• Masks are mandatory inside the church 
• 2 m physical distancing between households, or 2 close contacts for 
those living alone 

• Pre-registration required to attend SUNDAY Masses. Sign up online at 
www.olph.ca or call the Parish Office 780-467-5470. 

 

Weekday Mass 

Monday to Saturday 8:30 am  

Monday to Friday 6:15 pm 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday vigil 5:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Monday to Friday: 9:15 am to 9:45 am *after Morning Mass 

Monday to Friday: 7:00 pm to 7:30 pm *after Evening Mass 

Saturday 9:30am to 11:00am 

Adoration: First Friday of Every Month 

Friday January 7, 2021 9:15 am to 6:15 pm 
 

For the benefit of the faithful whose health or other circumstances 
prevent them from attending the church in person, all Masses and 
Adoration will continue to be livestreamed from OLPH website  
www.olph.ca/video/ or at facebook.com/olphsherwoodpark/videos 

We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe 
13 Brower Drive, Sherwood  Park, AB  T8H 1Y7  780-467-5470  www.olph.ca 

Christmas Novena Masses with Father Mario 

6:15 pm EVERY EVENING December 15 to December 23 

(5:00 pm on Saturday December 18) 

 The purpose of the Novena in general is to bring back the ancient Catholic tradition—

the Church prepares itself for important feasts or solemnities with prayers and especially 

with the Holy Mass.  

 From apostolic time, the Apostles with the Blessed Virgin Mary waited in prayer for the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, from Ascension Thursday to Pentecost Sunday. The Spanish 

missionaries introduced this tradition in 1600 as part of their evangelization effort in the 

Philippines. It is still being practiced in Mexico and the Latin Americas. While the Filipinos 

do it at dawn 4:00 am in the Philippines, it is at 5:00 am in some places of North America. 

The Latin Americans call it Las Posadas and Filipinos Simbang Gabi (or Misa de Gallo if it 

is at dawn.) The fishermen were returning home at dawn from the sea while the farmers 

were leaving for the farms. The missionaries introduced the Misa de Gallo (Mass when the 

cock crows or dawn) to catechize/evangelize the Filipinos with a joyful celebration. 

 The Missa de Gallo or Simbang Gabi was a Novena in honor of Mary the Mother of 

God (a devotion which was very strong in Mexico. The Philippines was administered by 

Spain through Mexico politically and ecclesiastically). The Liturgy was celebrated with 

Gloria and Credo to honor the Mother of God, with the Liturgy of the Word taken from the 

advent readings of the day. The Novena became an anticipated celebration of Christmas! 

http://www.olph.ca/video/
facebook.com/olphsherwoodpark/videos
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054caea62ca2f85-mass1


Father Jim’s Message 

for what has transpired, and for direction given. Some may not agree with me. However, 

this is what I believe, and this is what is extremely helpful in allowing me peace.  

Within our OLPH parish community, we have a broad spectrum of intelligent, in-

formed, loving, faith-filled Catholics; who serve the Lord and their families in many 

ways. The truth of our blessed environment is that we have folks who believe that vac-

cinations are the only way to go, we have folks who are not sure if they are the way to go, 

and we have folks who are against them altogether. We have faithful who do not believe 

masks should be mandatory and we have people who may never go mask-less again. I 

name these two facets of our present existence, as they are somewhat front and center in 

our lives,  regardless, on which side of the fence we are sitting. 

Why I name them is because the amount of conversation generated about these 

and associated topics can be very divisive, even within our families. This my friends, is 

where the Peace I was speaking of comes in. Many intelligent, well meaning, faith-filled 

parishioners disagree, in a number of areas, on a number of issues, when it comes to the 

bigger conversation. I have been very much on the receiving end of many diverse opin-

ions about this, that, and the other thing, over the past twenty months. My friends, the 

Peace of God rests in our parish. Yes, we are different and diverse in our perspectives, 

viewpoints, and opinions. But there is, for the most part, a genuine, peace-filled respect 

for the other. It is the peace that Christ brought into the world that allows our hearts and 

our different viewpoints to respect and worship together, as a unified community of faith. 

It is the peace of Christ that allows us the grace to respect the other. The evil one is happy 

when he can cause division within a community, because then he can slide in, and do his 

thing. Divide and conquer is a real thing, a real tool, for the evil one. It is the peace of 

Christ, the peace of the Advent season, which allows our community of faith to flourish, 

despite challenges, roadblocks, and differing perspectives. It is the peace of Christ that 

allows our community to flourish despite the challenges of the past twenty months. My 

friends, our faith gives us hope, and hope gives us peace. This is not a perfect formula 

here at OLPH, but it certainly is a grace-filled, and incredibly good formula. 

My friends, during this Advent season, we wait with joyful anticipation, for the 

coming of the one true light into the world. May our certain knowledge and faith in this 

most wonderful light allow us to maintain inner peace in our hearts. This inner peace, is 

what will assist our parish community to continue to flourish, through anything and eve-

rything. This is God’s Church, and He will always prevail. 

My sisters and brothers; may the peace of God which is beyond all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of His Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. Peace-filled blessings,  

Father Jim’s Message 

Advent is a wonderful time to focus on those elements 

in our lives that are somewhat essential to a well-

ordered, joyful experience here in the world.  

 Last week we did a little bit of reflection on the 

enormous effect light can have on our hearts, souls and 

well-being in general. I love to gaze at the illuminated 

candles on the Advent wreath as we progress through 

the Advent season. We reflected on light provided in a 

very tangible way by our beautiful new signage; which 

witnesses in a real way, who we are at Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help parish. A little bit like the star of Bethlehem that brought the magi to 

worship and adore the baby Jesus. We are not sure who will be drawn to OLPH by way 

of our beautiful, bright cross. Or perhaps from something as simple as seeing our illumi-

nated Mass times on the drive by. Literally, twenty-four hours a day, real time awareness 

for anyone and everyone. 

 We also joyfully acknowledged the beautiful light that is created by the generous 

sharing of so much Time and Talent on the part of very committed disciples within our 

parish community. These folks are the light that draws others to the Light in so many 

different and diverse ways. From the sanitizing welcome in the foyer, to the numerous 

faith-formation and sacramental programs offered freely from the hearts of those who 

love Jesus. 

 The virtue or concept of Peace is what caught my attention this week. Yes, Jesus 

came to bring peace to a fallen world for sure. Yes, the Advent season is a time of peace-

ful reflection that leads us to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus. The Peace I am 

reflecting on this day, is the peace within our Church, our schools, our families, as well 

as our greater community. Right relationship with others, has always been a mandate 

and goal of our parish community. I do, however, feel a profound sense of relationship 

within our schools, and so many of our school families, whom we meet during our sacra-

mental preparation programs. I sense real peace when I enter our schools, as I feel like 

part of their community.  

 From a more pragmatic perspective, this past twenty months or so, has certainly 

been a time when our inner peace has been dramatically challenged. Further, I would say 

that all of us have had our inner peace challenged as we have ridden the covid roller 

coaster from complete lock down, to Open for Summer, and back and forth between 

more or less mandates and restrictions. I do trust in faith that our authorities - our gov-

ernment, AHS, and our Bishops - have always had the common good as their motivation 



OLPH Youth 

WE HAVE YOUR 2022 SUNDAY GIVING ENVELOPES  

Envelopes for the new year are ready for pick up at the 

Parish Office BUT DO NOT USE THEM until after  

January 1, 2022! 

If you would like your envelopes MAILED to you, please 

call the office 780-467-5470. 

Until next year 
It has been a roller-coaster week for 

the indigenous delegates heading to 

Rome to meet with Pope Francis, a 

trip that’s now been postponed until 

next year. 

The Assembly of First Nations, Mé-

tis National Council, and Inuit Ta-

piriit Kanatami and Canada's bish-

ops have jointly decided to resched-

ule a delegation to the Vatican to the 

earliest opportunity in 2022. The 

delegation was originally scheduled to depart from Canada on December 14. The decision 

to postpone was made after consulting with delegates, family members, indigenous lead-

ers, bishops and public health officials. The COVID Omicron variant is particularly risky 

for the many elder delegates as well as those who live in remote communities, so is too 

great a threat right now 

It’s heartbreaking for everyone, in particularly the Alberta delegates; Chief Wilton Little-

child (pictured above with Archbishop Richard Smith while filming their joint video state-

ment in June), Angie Crerar and Gary Gagnon. Angie and Gary shared their hopes and 

prayers for the visit at a news conference this past week posted on www.caedm.ca. 

Nevertheless, as Archbishop Smith noted, this is a postponement, not a cancellation. 

The Archbishop has said, “We are all keenly aware of the historical importance of this 

gathering with Pope Francis, and rely heavily upon your prayerful support.” 

 

Parish & Community News 

http://www.caedm.ca.


PRAYER REQUESTS: Contact Josie 

at 780-467-0197 or Doreen at 780-467-0597 

2022 Missals 

Still Available for  

Purchase at the 

Parish Office $5.00 

Parish & Community News Parish & Community News 

Catholic  

Women’s 

League 

News 

 
We cordially invite all CWL 

Members to our December 

13, 2021, General Meeting 

and 2020/2021 Service 

Awards presentation, in the  

Parish Hall at 6:30 p.m.  
 

We look forward to seeing 

you!! 

Final week for 
“Christmas in 
the Nook”  
 

We have had several 

families come Christ-

mas shopping in the 

Nook and it has been a 

wonderful experience. We now have only 

one week left as the last day for shopping is 

Friday, December 17, 2021. Please continue 

to refer persons in need through our Help 

Line at 780-416-0931 ext.1. Thank you  to 

all who have assisted in moving this initia-

tive forward. May you have a blessed and 

joy-filled Christmas. 
 

REMINDER: 
MONTHLY POOR BOX 

COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
December 18-19 

 

This year’s Chalice Gift Catalog is ONLINE: 

https://chalice.ca/gift-catalogue 
Book Study via Zoom 

Four Thursdays in January 6 – 27, 2022 
7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

Matthew Kelly’s most recent book 

[Reclaim!] 
 

“I feel like something is missing.” 

“I feel like there must be more to life.” 

“I feel like I have so much more to offer.” 
 

Join with Pat and Jerry Heck via Zoom 
in accepting the invitation to: 

“reclaim the parts of yourself that allow you to experi-
ence the wholeness God made for you.” 

 

To Register:  Call 780-416-8111 or email:  jpheck@gmail.com   Book Cost:   $10  

Grief as a Journey 
 

When we experience loss of a loved 

one, we need to grieve.  OLPH offers 

a ten-week program called “Grief as 

a Journey”, open to anyone who 

feels they may benefit from it.  

To register for the upcoming ses-

sion, please call the Parish Office at 

780-467-5470.  Covid-19 safety pro-

tocols in place. 

Mondays 

1:00 - 3:00 pm 

January 10 to 

March 21, 2022  

(excluding Family Day 

on February 21, 2022) 

HELP WANTED 
 

Cleaning Ministry is asking for 2 or 3 
more people to help with church 

cleaning on Monday, 
December 20 starting at 
9:30 am. (usually takes 
about 1 hour ) 

To volunteer, contact: 
 

Priska Strickler 
780-475-9443 

karlstrickler@shaw.ca 

https://chalice.ca/gift-catalogue
mailto:karlstrickler@shaw.ca


Sacraments at OLPH 

 
For information, please EMAIL:     
marriage.preparation@caedm.ca 

 

Baptism 
 
 

 

Congratulations on the birth of your child! Baptism Preparation Class 

can be taken before or after the birth of your baby. Both Mother and Fa-

ther must attend, and Godparents are also encouraged to attend.  

IN PERSON Baptism Preparation Classes have resumed at the 

church. Classes are held the 2nd Tuesday every month at 7:00 pm. Up-

coming class schedule: December 14, January 11, February 8 

* Additional Catechesis provided for children 7 and older to be Baptized 

Baptism Celebrations are held at OLPH the 3rd and 4th Sundays every 

month at 2:30 pm. Upcoming celebrations:  Dec 19, January 16 & 23, 

February 20 & 27 

To register for Preparation Class OR to schedule your child’s Baptism 

celebration please EMAIL: info@olph.ca 

 

 

 

 

Baptized children can receive their sacraments of First Reconciliation 

and First Holy Communion starting in grade 2 or older.  

Just like we begin every Mass by praying the Penitential (Act of Contri-

tion) to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, First Recon-

ciliation must be completed prior to First Holy Communion. 

Preparation sessions for these two sacraments are offered throughout 

the school year. Next Session begins in January 2022.  

To register or for more details EMAIL: sacraments@olph.ca 

 
Baptized youth in Grade 6 or older are eligible to be Confirmed.  

Monthly preparation classes for children in grades 6-8 will be held at the 

church starting in January 2022. More details and registration forms 

online at: https://www.olph.ca/sacraments/confirmation-2/ 

NEW this year: LUNCH HOUR sacramental preparation classes at Arch-

bishop Jordan High School for students in grade 9 -12. To learn more or 

to register your teen EMAIL: triciam@eics.ab.ca 

  

Daytime contact Father Jim on his cell phone 780-470-2730.   

After hours please call the Parish Office at  780-467-5470 and  

follow the instructions to be put through to the priest on call. 

Advent & Christmas 

Anyone interested in  

VOLUNTEERING 

for any Mass on… 

Christmas Eve  Christmas Day 

New Years Eve  New Years Day  

please reach out to the  

specific Ministry leads: 
 

Adult Servers: Peter Kamstra 

 (onetoughcatholic@yahoo.ca) 

AV: Bob Gerow 

 (saferrbmcanada@live.com) 

Eucharist Ministers: Sue Szojka 

 (sue.szojka@shaw.ca) 

Musicians: Sharon Darbyshire 

 (sharon_darbyshire@shaw.ca) 

Proclaimers: Michelle Rose 

 (michelle.rose@shaw.ca) 

Screeners/Cleaners: Michelle Rose 

 (michelle.rose@shaw.ca) 

Ushers: David Schmidt & Don Snider

 dcwdetml@gmail.com)  

 (donretired15@gmail.com) 
 

You can also contact Michelle Rose at 

780-983-2976 for information and  

assistance in signing up. 

 
 

Pre-Registration is REQUIRED at 

www.olph.ca or call the 

Parish Office for assistance  

780-467-5470.  

Please BE CONSIDERATE of your fellow 

parishioners and choose 1 Mass per house-

hold to sign up for. Double bookings will be 

deleted by the parish office. 

Christmas Musicians Still Needed!!  
 

Although congregational singing is still not 

permitted, instrumental music adds to the cel-

ebration of the Mass, especially for CHRIST-

MAS! No prior experience is required.  

Interested musicians please contact Sharon 

Darbyshire at  sharon_darbyshire@shaw.ca 

for further information or sign up for your 

Mass at www.olph.ca in the spot for Musi-

cians. 

Friday 

December 24  

Christmas Eve 
 

2:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

10:00 pm 

Saturday 

December 25 

Christmas Day 
 

MIDNIGHT MASS 

8:30 am 

10:30 am 

12:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

https://www.olph.ca/sacraments/confirmation-2/
mailto:Triciam@eics.ab.ca
mailto:onetoughcatholic@yahoo.ca
mailto:saferrbmcanada@live.com
mailto:sue.szojka@shaw.ca
mailto:sharon_darbyshire@shaw.ca
mailto:michelle.rose@shaw.ca
mailto:michelle.rose@shaw.ca
mailto:dcwdetml@gmail.com
mailto:donretired15@gmail.com
http://www.olph.ca
mailto:sharon_darbyshire@shaw.ca


Pastor 

Fr. Jim Corrigan - jcorrigan@olph.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Mario Villaraza, SDB frmario@olph.ca 

Pastoral Assistant 

Natalie Lavigne - nlavigne@olph.ca 

Youth Ministry 

Tricia Murphy - tmurphy@olph.ca 

Business Coordinator  

Arden Playford - aplayford@olph.ca 

Administrative Assistant 

Jenny Velazco - jvelazco@olph.ca 

Volunteer Management 
 

Monique Lamoureux-Veley 
Monique.Lamoureux-Veley@caedm.ca  

 

Website: www.olph.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/olphsherwoodpark 
Archdiocesan Website:  www.caedm.ca  

NEW INTERAC E-Transfer Donations:          
OLPH.etransfer@caedm.ca 

   

Please include your Envelope # OR address  
and any special instructions in the Message 
Box for the e-transfer.  

All Other Inquiries:   info@olph.ca  

In Event of an Emergency, Contact Fr. Jim at 780-470-2730 (call or text) 

A humble and heartfelt THANK YOU  to everyone who has continued to 

support the financial needs of the parish with (PAD) Pre-Authorized Deb-

it or by bringing your Sunday Giving Envelopes to the church. OLPH is 

now set up to also accept donationsvia INTERAC E-TRANSFER at: 

OLPH.etransfer@caedm.ca 

OLPH Financial Report 

Week 49 
December 5,  2021 

Cost of Operat-
ing the Parish 

Building Fund 
Target Amount 

Together We Serve 
Target Amount 

Average weekly 
amount required 

(based on 2021 budget) 
$24,838.00 $2,480.00 $2,212.00 

Donations this week $19,035.40 $3,489.60 $3,837.40 

This week 
surplus/shortfall 

-$5,802.60 $1,009.60 $1,625.40 

• Cost of operating the parish average weekly amount is based on total expenses projected in 2021 budget. 

• Building fund target average weekly amount is based on total donations projected in 2021 budget. 

• Together We Serve weekly amount is based an annual target of $115,000 set by the Archdiocese. 

 

 
 

 

Monday ~ Barbara Hancock✞, Feliciano Fru-

to✞, Lennard Sebastian✞, Lu Horwood✞, Su-

zanne Borosevich✞, Leonardo Sebastian Sr.✞, 

Kelley Thompson & family, Lucienne Holzman 

Tuesday ~ Ardis Beaudry✞, Rose Lutula✞, 

Marvin & Gail Weleschuk & family, Fr. Mario, 

Udeme & Uduak Akpan, Terry Lynch 

Wednesday ~ Estela Erfe✞, Ardis Beaudry✞, 

Ted Siwak✞, Gwendolyn James✞, Helen Szafron 

Thursday ~ Yvonne & Lou Vesh, Marvin & 

Gail Weleschuk & family, Fr. Mario, Lucy Yuco-

co, Avery Tayag & family, Maria Tayag 

Friday ~ Phebe Chartrand✞, Joe Deck✞, Adele 

Blais✞, Marie Claire Grenier, Trevor Draganiuk 

Saturday ~ Olguita Acosta✞, Carlina Mar-

tinez✞, Garry Holzman✞, Joan McGurran, 

Jacqueline Winter & family 

 

Our condolences to the following OLPH families: 

To Eva Fekete & family on the passing of her 

husband John Fekete on December 2 in Ed-

monton. 

To Denis Beaudry & family on the passing of  

his mother, Ardis Beaudry on December 4 

in Edmonton. 

To Denise Charbonneau, Eric Germain & 

families. Their mother Betty Germain 

passed away on December 4 in Sherwood 

Park. Funeral for Betty will be on Monday, 

December 13 at 2:00 pm at Connelly Mckin-

ley Edmonton South (4820 Meridian Street) 

with livestreaming at https://www.connelly-

mckinley.com/. 

December 13 - 18 

Another great way to prepare for Christmas! 

This retreat will explore the “already and not yet” of the Kingdom of God that Jesus 

brings. In our longing for the “not yet” we often miss the “already” of God’s presence 

among us.  Examining the four dimensions of our humanity: Spiritual, Physical, Social and 

Mental through the Gospel we will recognize how to attune ourselves to the presence 

within that longs to bring peace, healing, and reconciliation to the world. 

Online $40  |  Onsite $90 (includes day-use room & lunch) 

Register at starofthenorth.ca/advent or call 780-459-5511 

DEADLINE for Bulletin is Wednesdays at Noon.  
Email your announcements to: nlavigne@olph.ca 

https://www.connelly-mckinley.com/
https://www.connelly-mckinley.com/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/advent

