
A 2019 recap from Fr. Jim:                         December 24, 2019 
My Dear Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sisters and Brothers in the Lord; 

It has now been just over two years that we have laboured in His vineyard together. In this update 
I wish to share with you the highlights of 2019. I also, on behalf of our parish Team, wish to thank you 
for your faithful presence and participation in so many wonderful liturgies and programs occurring within 
OLPH parish community. We continue to offer an enormous number of exceptional faith formation 
evangelizing opportunities and other activities that occur here seven days a week. At OLPH you can 
attend Mass at 08:30 a.m., seven days a week, 365 days per year, accompanied with the opportunity for 
Reconciliation six days a week prior to Mass, or by appointment. We have adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament for an hour prior to Mass 3 times per week, as well as First Fridays for the entire day. We 
celebrate Mass on a weekly or bi-weekly basis at six seniors/assisted living centers in our community for 
our seniors and the incapacitated. Our three priests visit our nine Catholic schools each week, doing 
classroom visits, successfully building relationships with our young people.  

A year ago, we moved the 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass to 7:00 p.m. We continue to see growth in 
attendance, particularly as we promote this Mass as a youth Mass, which of course, is meant for all 
parishioners. We reinstated the 12:30 Mass one year ago and it continues to gather its own nucleus of 
12:30 faithful Mass folks. We have been blessed to bring some very zealous and engaged new team 
members on board this year, as we said farewell and thank you to some long-time faithful servants of 
the Lord. A staffing highlight is the addition of a part time parish Youth Minister, Mrs. Tricia Murphy. 
Tricia is also a teacher and Chaplain at Archbishop Jordan High School. This is a wonderful collaboration 
between our parish and our Elk Island Catholic school district. An initial fruit of this collaboration is that 
we now have youth choirs, a middle school group, “Unite”, and high school youth, “Veritas”, meeting in 
the parish on a weekly basis. Our visioning groups continue to unveil new initiatives with the goal of 
more fully engaging our parishioners into or parish community. I daresay, that OLPH is a leader within 
the Archdiocese in the area of faith formation and evangelization opportunities for our parishioners, as 
well as the Catholic community at large. I sincerely believe this is simply the beginning of what we will 
continue to do, in order to engage and support our OLPH parish community. 

Our Inner-City Pastoral Ministry group continues to serve lunch in the inner city a couple of times 
per year. This year we continued our St. Vincent De Paul led relationship with the good people of 
Paulatuk. A sea can filled with much needed commodities went north to Paulatuk earlier this summer. 
Our SSVP folks have also developed a working relationship with the good people of Saddle Lake. They 
have begun the establishment of a food bank and clothing depot within the parish Church in Saddle Lake. 
This year through our Parish Sacrificial Giving Program (2% of our regular Sunday receipts goes to 
community outreach), our parish donated seven thousand dollars to the Building Bridges community 
outreach program here in Sherwood Park, to assist Moms and their children get established after leaving 
unhealthy domestic situations. Through our PSG program, we also made the decision to assist our 
brothers and sisters at Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples in downtown Edmonton, with their 
constant shortfall in weekly operational expenses. Sacred Heart received a cheque for twenty thousand 
dollars from OLPH to assist them with their operational funding challenges. OLPH parishioners have very 
giving and generous hearts. 

This past year, with the activation of a very gifted and engaged Maintenance committee, we have 
made significant changes and efficiencies in the infrastructure of our forty-year young parish facility. 
These changes included thorough reviews of existing service provider contracts, with tendering and cost-
saving changes being made in areas of IT, security, and mechanical services. We are hopeful that our 



roof, after much diligent research and repair, is now relatively waterproof. The parking lot recurbing and 
landscaping is now almost fully completed. The exterior leakage (by the parish office doors) to the 
downstairs has been completed. Our kitchen’s walk-in cooler came to the end of its life in the fall. After 
consultation and cost comparisons (cooler replacement cost minimum of $50,000.00), it was decided to 
replace the cooler with new, more energy and cost efficient, reach in refrigerators. “Let there be light.” 
With the exception at this time of the parish hall and the foyer, we are pleased to say that nearly every 
light in the parish nave and downstairs area have been replaced with energy efficient long service LED 
lighting. A major feat, when one considers the magnitude of our parish structure. 

All this to say; our vibrant flourishing parish community needs significant resources from the 
faithful as an integral component essential to providing a high-quality level of spiritual and faith growth 
support, amid a secular world, that is far from Christ-centered. Please be assured, that I am cognizant 
and place high importance on being a good and faithful steward of the resources of Time, Talent and 
Treasure, you have entrusted to us.  

Our mission and our goal at OLPH parish is to engage and evangelize each and every Catholic here 
in the Sherwood Park area.  My friends, we are grateful for our strong relationships with our nine Catholic 
schools and our prayer is that all Catholic families will make OLPH their parish Church on a weekly basis. 
If you are new in our community, we welcome you. If you have been away for a while, welcome back. 
All this to say, there is a plethora of great things happening at Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish and we 
sincerely want you and your families to be part of these exciting times on our parish journey. Please 
make OLPH part of the life of your family in this coming year. You will never regret bringing the Lord into 
your home on a weekly basis. If you have any questions or concerns, please be in touch with me. We will 
continue to serve the Lord in His vineyard here at OLPH. However, my friends, we need you and your 
family in order for us to truly be successful companions of the journey. 

On behalf of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish Team, I wish you all of God’s blessings during the 
celebration of our Lord’s nativity. May you and yours be blessed with a very Merry Christmas and a 
happy, healthy and holy year of our Lord 2020 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. Jim Corrigan, Pastor 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic parish 
780-467-5470 ext. 227 
780-470-2730 cell 
jcorrigan@olph.ca 
 
 

 

 


