
Jean Boisvert 

 I believe every child is a gift from God, our job is to accept each child in a safe & 
caring manner, and provide them with the best possible education. I’m of the 
view that educating our children with spiritual values is the best way to strengthen 
our Catholic community and society. For communities to prosper, we must     
provide our children/students with a safe and caring learning environment, assist  
parents with the challenges of raising their families – and ensure that during            

difficult times – we communicate with a sense of  Catholic love and charity.                                                    
For ten terms, I have been fortunate to be your school board trustee, on October 16th, 2017, I’m       
asking for your support once again. I believe that education is a long term commitment, and I will 
continue to lead on issues that you have indicated as being important – be inclusive, provide assis-
tance to students with special needs, maintain small classes, enhance religious beliefs in our schools 
curricula, and engage strongly & positively with municipal and provincial governments.                                       
As a resident of Sherwood Park since 1959, I have seen many changes (for the better) to our 
schools, Parish & Community. I’m most proud of having helped educate our children to adulthood 
& to be good stewards, and watch as their children walk the same paths to our Catholic Schools to 
continue renewing our community and faith. 

Thank You and God Bless 

JIM BRADY   

 It would be my privilege to serve the students, families, teachers and administra-
tors as a trustee for Elk Island Catholic Schools. I am a strong advocate for    
Catholic education and will promote open communication with all stakeholders 
regarding all issues. I was raised in a devout Catholic  family on a farm near       

Vermilion Alberta. Following graduation, I was accepted into the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
and embarked on a  rewarding twenty-six year career.  Through my experience in the RCMP, I met 
many youth in conflict with the law who had “fallen through the cracks” in their schools and com-
munities.  I felt a calling to make a difference and ensure that every child is given every opportunity 
to succeed. In 2004 I joined the East Central Catholic School Board and became Chair in 2006.  
Together we built a unified,  cohesive board which spoke with one voice. We were driven to ensure 
every child was given the opportunity to achieve their personal and academic best rooted in strong 
Catholic values.                                                                                                                            
Since moving to Sherwood Park in 2015, I have become an active member of OLPH Parish.  I am 
a member of a choir, the Knights of Columbus, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and volunteer       
regularly in the schools as a class room helper, preparing food for  special events, assisting at track 
meets and with small building projects.  I have a broad range of experiences which have allowed me 
know and understand diverse groups of people with unique perspectives.  I firmly believe that our 
Catholic schools must be safe and caring places of learning where every child, teacher, administra-
tor and parent feels loved and respected.  I believe strongly that Catholic education must be pro-
moted and protected. Catholic values must be perpetuated as our children are the future of our 
Catholic faith and our society.  Please follow my Facebook page at:  Jim Brady for trustee, Phone:  
780-292-6609 

Gordon Willsher        

My wife, Colleen, and I have been actively involved with Sherwood Park Catholic 
Schools and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish since 1980.  We have served in 
many ministries such as youth, music, catering, prayer teams and ecumenical 
council. We have served on Parent School Council and volunteered countless 
hours at our children's schools from k-12.  Over my 27 years as a professional 
educator, I served as a Principal, and Assistant Principal, K-12 teacher, Chaplain, 
Inclusive Education Facilitator, Technology Lead, sports and drama coach, as  
well as many additional faith leadership roles in the school setting.  It would be an 

honour and blessing to share my current experience as a school Principal and classroom teacher 
with the entire faith learning community of Elk Island Catholic Schools.   As a faith filled servant 
leader, I will bring firsthand experience to the role of Catholic School Trustee. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit and rooted in the Gospel of Christ's love, my goal is to build collaborative relationships with 
all of our school communities and strengthen Catholic teaching and faith in our schools. I believe 
my current knowledge and experience working with students, teachers and parents brings a posi-
tive and relevant perspective to curriculum and assessment, budgets, educational resources, and the 
changing dynamics of the family unit. I have, and will continue to, work passionately to ensure 
Catholic Education respects the freedom to explore and discuss the most controversial and socially 
sensitive issues of our time in an atmosphere of compassion, empathy, and moral and ethical sta-
bility. Working diligently with our Superintendent, Michael Hauptman, fellow Trustees, and par-
ents, I will represent your voice to ensure that, "what is best" for children is always at the fore-
front of all decisions.  More than ever, Catholic Education needs passionate voices to help children 
discover their gifts, explore their potential, and experience the unconditional and abundant love of 
God. This is the beauty and treasure of Catholic Education.  Great success and learning starts with 
building relationships rooted in love, nurtured by hope, and inspired by great faith. Thank you 
your support and the opportunity to bring a strong and passionate voice of experience to Catholic 
Education in Elk Island Catholic Schools.     

  Michelle Szott                                                                                

  Thank you for having entrusted me to represent you as your Sherwood Park    
  trustee over the last 4 years. I am married to Greg for 29 years, we have three 
  adult children who all attended EICS in Sherwood Park. I am a strong supporter 
  and advocate of publicly funded Catholic education. For years prior  to being 
  elected, I had been an active volunteer within the community and Catholic  
  schools of Sherwood Park. Currently, I sit as a Board Member of the local Boys 
  and Girls Club. For 24 years I have been an active member of our OLPH Parish 
and involved in many Ministries such as Mother's Morning Out, the Music ministry and Eucharistic 
Minister. I currently sit as the Vice-President of the Catholic Women’s League OLPH Council. One 
of the responsibilities that I have undertaken as Trustee is that of Board Director of the provincial 
Alberta Catholic School Trustee Association. As your EICS Trustee, I will continue to be a 
STRONG, committed and positive voice for publicly funded Catholic Education.  I have been, and 
will continue to be, an accessible Trustee who actively engage with our Parents, Parishioners,      
Students, Community, Municipal and Provincial leaders. Through these times of engagement I am 
able to listen and be your voice at the Board table.  I am continuously committed to ensuring our 
students and parents have a choice in education and will work at keeping our right to Catholic    
education a priority.  It is imperative that our Catholic Schools continue to be Safe and Caring   
places for our students and support our parents. I am honest, hard working, and energetic and I 
genuinely care about the education and well- being of all God’s children.  Please VOTE for me on 
October 16, so I may continue to work for you, for our students who are our future, and for      
Catholic Education.  Wish to contact me?  Please call 780-719-8791.  Thank you.  



Le-Ann Ewaskiw 
  
       Le-Ann Ewaskiw is a dynamic and energized individual who has been the                      
 coordinator for the youth program at the Information & Volunteer Centre for  
 Strathcona County for over 10 years. She believes children and youth have  
         unlimited talents and opportunities to “give back” which can be tapped into by 

community, organizations and people in need and makes it her priority to advocate on their behalf. 
Le-Ann’s foundation for success with youth is acceptance and a meaningful, relevant and fun environ-
ment that focuses on current trending and “in the moment experiences” which ensures the growth of 
youth engagement in our catholic education system, parishes and community. Le-Ann is blessed with a 
family of two teens and wife to Mike Ewaskiw of 19 years and was raised as a Ukrainian Catholic.  She 
herself grew up in Sherwood Park and attended  Madonna, St. Theresa and Archbishop Jordan High 
School and fully “believes in” and “supports” the catholic school education system. 
Le-Ann strongly feels it is of the utmost importance for the EICS School Board of Trustees in our zone 
to have a perspective from a parent who currently has children in the school system to allow for better 
insight and a voice for those who are directly impacted by the decisions being made. This balanced 
board of trustee’s will be able to provide diverse, well rounded experiences that will create a more suc-
cessful outcome for our faith based education system. 
My sincerest thanks to the OLPH Parish for allowing me to share information with the parishioners.  
For more information or get to know me better www.le-annewaskiw.com or contact                      
leann4trustee@gmail.com or 780.984.1194. I look forward to your questions, conversations and support. 

  JAMES KREKOTIN  
   Married over 33 years to Donna with two children who were educated in the  Elk       

  Island Catholic School Division - Sherwood Park resident for 18 years  
   Elk Island Catholic School Board Trustee from 1997 to 2001 
   Parish Council Treasurer and Church Building Committee member with St. Sophia  
   Ukrainian Catholic Parish - Knights of Columbus member for 36 years                  

BComm (U of A), CPA, CMA, Chartered Professional in Human Resources and Certified Employee 
Benefits Specialist  - Retired Manager with Service Alberta with previous management positions in                                           
Finance Human Resources   publicly funded organizations in Alberta                                          

James will work to ensure   

•  Parent and the community concerns are heard 

• Decisions are made in the best interests of students based upon stakeholder input, best practices and  
Catholic beliefs 

• Resources are directed to priorities that enhance academics and provide choice in programming to  
students  

• All students, teachers and staff are treated respectfully and equitably 
My commitment to the Catholic Church, previous school board experience and my financial and 
human  resources management experience will allow me to make a positive contribution to Cath-
olic Education in the Elk Island Catholic School Division.                           
E:James.krekotin@gmail.com  P: 780 449 2963 

  Ted Paszek                                                                   
  I am an experienced trustee seeking re-election in the Strathcona County ward. 
  My wife, Jan, and I are long-time residents of the County and active parishioners 
  here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church. Our four children all            
  graduated from Elk Island Catholic Schools and we have grandchildren currently 
  attending Catholic schools in Sherwood Park. I am a retired Catholic teacher and 
Catholic school principal. 
I am a former president of the Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association and I am currently 
serving as past president of the Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association. I completed my 
doctorate in educational policy studies at the University of Alberta in 2012 and I am a sessional 
lecturer in Catholic educational leadership at Newman Theological College. 
In partnership with our parents, parish and community, I wish to continue my work as an 
advocate for Catholic education in Strathcona County. It has been my lifelong passion. Our Elk 
Island Catholic schools provide an excellent education, but even more importantly, we provide a 
Gospel values based education that helps develop the whole child, academically, physically,  social-
ly and spiritually. As a society, more than ever, we need the values given to us by the life and 
teachings of Jesus. Our Catholic schools teach us to care for each other and our world which 
counters an increasingly individualistic and materialistic world. I believe in our dedicated EICS 
staff. I will continue to seek input from our parents and our community.  I humbly seek your   
support.  

Lynn Kurach, C.E.T., CmfgT. 
for Catholic School Trustee 2017 

   www.LynnKurach.com        Email: lynn@lpkurach.com 
                                               I Promise to be your Voice : 
♦ Spiritual Growth of your Children  - Responsible Management of your Tax Spending 
♦ Prayerful Decision Making  -   Safety of your Children- 
♦  Preservation of our Catholic School System 
♦ Education for Mental Growth    - Education for Vocation (Employment)     

Qualified to Serve: 

♦ Devoted Catholic, Christian, Spiritual Steward to work hard for Spiritual Growth in our Children and 
for everyone in our Catholic School System. 

♦ Preservation and Growth of our Catholic School System is a very important priority.  It is a wonderful 
place to continue our Lord’s work. 

♦ Dedicated Family Leader to lead with Wisdom and Strong Understanding of the family and student 
challenges in our culture and schools. I have eight (8) grandchildren, three (3) live in and attend      
catholic schools, Elk Island District.  

♦ Strong financial and management experience to understand the significant financial challenges that 
face the Catholic School System.  

♦ Executive management skills to lead and work together with senior executive staff, as well as under-
stand the challenges of Superintendents, Teachers, Bus Drivers, Staff and the important role they play. 

♦ Strong Employment knowledge with wisdom to lead Education for Vocation for our students to 
share their God given   Talents in life. 


